
Selection From: 03/11/2015 - AP Sub TD (9:00 AM - 12:00 Noon) 2015 Regular Session 

Customized 03/13/2015 5:29 PM 

Agenda Order  

 

Page 1 of 1 

SB 346 by Simmons; (Identical to H 0487) School Bus Stop Safety 

 



 

 

 S-036 (10/2008) 
03112015.1226 Page 1 of 1 

2015 Regular Session     The Florida Senate  

 COMMITTEE MEETING EXPANDED AGENDA 

   

    APPROPRIATIONS SUBCOMMITTEE ON 
TRANSPORTATION, TOURISM, AND ECONOMIC 

DEVELOPMENT 

 Senator Latvala, Chair 

 Senator Clemens, Vice Chair 

 
MEETING DATE: Wednesday, March 11, 2015 

TIME: 9:00 a.m.—12:00 noon 
PLACE: Pat Thomas Committee Room, 412 Knott Building 

MEMBERS: Senator Latvala, Chair; Senator Clemens, Vice Chair; Senators Brandes, Detert, Diaz de la Portilla, 
Gibson, Hukill, Sachs, and Thompson 

 

TAB BILL NO. and INTRODUCER 
BILL DESCRIPTION and 

SENATE COMMITTEE ACTIONS COMMITTEE ACTION 

 
1 
 

 
SB 346 

Simmons 
(Identical H 487) 
 

 
School Bus Stop Safety; Citing this act as the 
"Gabby's Law for School Bus Stop Safety"; revising 
penalties for failure to stop a vehicle upon 
approaching a school bus that displays a stop signal; 
providing for criminal penalties under certain 
circumstances; amending provisions relating to 
application of specified provisions, disposition of 
penalty amounts received, and trauma payments, etc. 
 
ED 03/04/2015 Favorable 
ATD 03/11/2015 Favorable 
FP   
 

 
Favorable 
        Yeas 9 Nays 0 
 

 
2 

 
Workshop - Testimony and discussion only on the following (no vote to be taken): 
 
 
 

 
Presented 
        

 
 
 

 
Transporation, Tourism, and Economic Development Budget Development and Related 
Issues 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 

 
Other Related Meeting Documents 
 
 

 
 
 

 



The Florida Senate 

BILL ANALYSIS AND FISCAL IMPACT STATEMENT 
(This document is based on the provisions contained in the legislation as of the latest date listed below.) 

Prepared By: The Professional Staff of the Appropriations Subcommittee on Transportation, Tourism, and Economic 
Development  

BILL:  SB 346 

INTRODUCER:  Senator Simmons 

SUBJECT:  School Bus Stop Safety 

DATE:  March 11, 2015 

 

 ANALYST  STAFF DIRECTOR  REFERENCE  ACTION 

1. Scott  Klebacha  ED  Favorable 

2. Miller  Miller  ATD  Favorable 

3.     FP   

 

I. Summary: 

SB 3461 reclassifies the offense for passing a stopped school bus on the side that children enter 

and exit while displaying a stop signal from a noncriminal traffic infraction to the criminal 

offense of reckless driving. 

 

Additionally, the bill increases the penalties imposed for failing to stop for a school bus. 

 

The bill has an indeterminate positive fiscal impact on revenues due to the increase in the 

penalties for failing to stop for a school bus. The bill’s provisions related to the criminal offense 

of reckless driving are not expected to have a significant impact on court workload and may have 

a minimal negative impact on the State Court Revenue Trust Fund. 

 

The bill provides for an effective date of October 1, 2015. 

II. Present Situation: 

Transportation of Public K-12 Students2 

Each district school superintendent is responsible for determining the most safe, economical, and 

efficient ways to accommodate students who must be transported to and from school or to school 

activities.3 Based on the district school superintendent’s recommendations, the district school 

                                                 
1 The bill is also known as “Gabby’s Law for School Bus Stop Safety.” In 2010, 12-year-old Gabrielle Mair was killed by a 

car shortly after exiting a school bus in DeBary, Florida. Orlando Sentinel article, January 28, 2015, available at 

http://www.orlandosentinel.com/features/education/os-school-bus-law-florida-20150128-story.html (last visited March 2, 

2015). 
2 For further information, see http://www.fldoe.org/schools/safe-healthy-schools/transportation/index.stml (last visited March 

2, 2015). 
3 Section 1006.21(1) and (2), F.S. The State Board of Education further specifies in detail the duties and responsibilities of 

each school district regarding student transportation. Rule 6A-3.0171, F.A.C. 

REVISED:         
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board adopts policies and rules for providing and operating school buses, appointing qualified 

school bus drivers, and establishing school bus stops.4 

 

School buses are required to be equipped with safety belts or any other restraint system in 

compliance with standards required in federal and state law.5 School buses must stop to the far 

right of a street if possible and display warning lights and stop signals before allowing children 

to enter or exit.6 

 

Florida’s School Bus Stop Law 

Florida law requires that any person, upon approaching a stopped school bus displaying a stop 

signal, bring his or her vehicle to a full stop until the signal has been withdrawn.7 Furthermore, it 

is unlawful to pass a school bus on the side that children enter and exit while the school bus 

displays a stop signal.8 However, a driver is not required to stop if the vehicle is traveling in the 

opposite direction of a stopped school bus “upon a divided highway with an unpaved space of at 

least 5 feet, a raised median, or a physical barrier.”9 

 

If, at a hearing, a person is found to have failed to fully stop for or passed a stopped school bus,10 

both of which are noncriminal traffic infractions, the person must pay a minimum civil penalty of 

$100 or $200, respectively, plus an additional $65.11 For any subsequent violation, the 

Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles, may suspend a person’s driver license if 

such violation is committed within a period of 5 years after the first violation.12 

 

Reckless Driving 

A person “who drives any vehicle in willful or wanton disregard for the safety of persons or 

property” or flees from a law enforcement officer in a vehicle shall be charged with reckless 

driving, which is a criminal offense.13 

 

If convicted, a person is subject to punishment by imprisonment for a minimum of 90 days or by 

a minimum fine of $25 and a maximum fine of $500, or both.14 For any subsequent conviction, a 

person is subject to punishment by imprisonment for a maximum of 6 months or by a minimum 

fine of $50 and a maximum fine of $1,000, or both.15 If a person’s reckless driving causes 

                                                 
4 Section 1006.22, F.S. 
5 Sections 316.614 and 316.6145, F.S. See Federal Motor Vehicle Safety Standards, 49 C.F.R. s. 571.208 Standard No. 208. 
6 Section 316.172(3), F.S. 
7 Section 316.172(1), F.S. 
8 Id. 
9 Id. at (2). 
10 If a person is cited for passing a stopped school bus he or she must attend a mandatory hearing at a specified time and 

location. ss. 316.17(1)(b) and 318.19(3), F.S. 
11 Section 318.18(5), F.S. The additional $65 is remitted to the Department of Revenue for deposit into the Emergency 

Medical Services Trust Fund of the Department of Health for the purpose of funding trauma centers. See s. 395.4036, F.S. 
12 Id. at 5(a) and (b). A person who passes a stopped school bus will receive 4 points on his or her driver license or, 

depending on the circumstances, his or her driver license may be suspended or, if a habitual traffic offender, shall be revoked. 

See s. 322.27(1)(f) and (3)(d)4., F.S. See also s. 322.264, F.S., for the definition of the term “habitual traffic offender.” 
13 Sections 316.192(1) and 318.17(4), F.S. 
14 Section 316.192(2)(a), F.S. 
15 Id. at (2)(b). 
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damage to person or property, he or she commits a first degree misdemeanor, punishable by 

imprisonment not exceeding 1 year or a maximum fine of $1,000.16 If a person’s reckless driving 

causes serious bodily injury to another person, he or she commits a third degree felony, 

punishable by imprisonment not to exceed 5 years, a maximum fine of $5,000 or, if a habitual 

felony offender, an extended term of imprisonment.17 

III. Effect of Proposed Changes: 

The bill reclassifies the offense for passing a stopped school bus on the side that children enter 

and exit while displaying a stop signal from a noncriminal traffic infraction to the criminal 

offense of reckless driving. Thus, any person who is convicted of committing such an offense is 

subject to more severe penalties, including imprisonment for longer periods of time, and 

increased fines. 

 

Additionally, the bill increases penalties for failing to stop for a school bus. Under the bill, a 

person who commits such an offense is subject to an increased civil penalty in the amount of 

$250 and, for subsequent violations, suspension of his or her driver license for a minimum of 6 

months and a maximum of 1 year. 

 

The bill provides for an effective date of October 1, 2015. 

IV. Constitutional Issues: 

A. Municipality/County Mandates Restrictions: 

None. 

B. Public Records/Open Meetings Issues: 

None. 

C. Trust Funds Restrictions: 

None. 

V. Fiscal Impact Statement: 

A. Tax/Fee Issues: 

None. 

B. Private Sector Impact: 

None. 

                                                 
16 Sections 316.192(3)(c)1., 775.082(4)(a), 775.083(1)(d), F.S. A court has the discretion to suspend or cancel a driver license 

and impose any other civil penalty it deems fit. s. 775.082(7), F.S. 
17 Sections 316.192(3)(c)2., 775.082(3)(e), 775.083(1)(c), and 775.084(1)(a), F.S. (“Serious bodily injury” is defined as “an 

injury to another person, which consists of a physical condition that creates a substantial risk of death, serious personal 

disfigurement, or protracted loss or impairment of the function of any bodily member or organ.”) s. 316.192(3)(c)2., F.S. 
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C. Government Sector Impact: 

SB 346 has an indeterminate fiscal impact. 

 

According to the 2014 Annual Uniform Traffic Citation Report published by DHSMV,18 

3,003 citations for failure to stop or passing a school bus occurred between January and 

December 2014. The number of these violations that were for passing a school bus on the 

side that children enter and exit while the school bus displays a stop signal is unknown. 

Accordingly, the revenue impact resulting from the increased penalties in the bill is 

indeterminate.  

 

The Office of the State Courts Administrator (OSCA) has indicated that although the 

number of cases that would change from a civil traffic violation to a criminal traffic 

violation is unknown, the bill is not expected to create a significant impact on court 

workload19. OSCA also indicated that this change could impact revenues to the State 

Court Revenue Trust Fund which currently receives $5 for each non-criminal traffic 

violation, but believes the revenue reduction would have a minimal impact to this trust 

fund. 

 

The Criminal Justice Impact Conference has not considered this bill, therefore, the bill’s 

impact upon prison beds is indeterminate. 

 

The DHSMV advises that implementation of the bill will require approximately 176 

system programming hours to the Florida Driver License Information System and that the 

cost of that programming will be absorbed within existing resources.20 

VI. Technical Deficiencies: 

None. 

VII. Related Issues: 

None. 

VIII. Statutes Affected: 

This bill substantially amends the following sections of the Florida Statutes: 316.172, 316.192, 

318.17, 318.18, 318.21, and 395.4036. 

                                                 
18 This reports is posted at: https://services.flhsmv.gov/SpecialtyPlates/UniformTrafficCitationReport (last visited March 6, 

2015). 
19 Office of the State Court Administrator 2015 Judicial Impact Statement, submitted March 3, 2015 (on file with the 

Appropriations Subcommittee on Transportation, Tourism and Economic Development). 
20 Department of Highway Safety and Motor Vehicles 2015 Legislative Bill Analysis for SB 346, submitted on March 6, 

2015 (on file with the Appropriations Subcommittee on Transportation, Tourism and Economic Development). 
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IX. Additional Information: 

A. Committee Substitute – Statement of Changes: 
(Summarizing differences between the Committee Substitute and the prior version of the bill.) 

None. 

B. Amendments: 

None. 

This Senate Bill Analysis does not reflect the intent or official position of the bill’s introducer or the Florida Senate. 
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A bill to be entitled 1 

An act relating to school bus stop safety; providing a 2 

short title; amending ss. 316.172, 316.192, and 3 

318.18, F.S.; revising penalties for failure to stop a 4 

vehicle upon approaching a school bus that displays a 5 

stop signal; providing for criminal penalties under 6 

certain circumstances; amending ss. 318.17, 318.21, 7 

and 395.4036, F.S., relating to application of 8 

specified provisions, disposition of penalty amounts 9 

received, and trauma payments; conforming provisions 10 

to changes made by the act; providing an effective 11 

date. 12 

  13 

Be It Enacted by the Legislature of the State of Florida: 14 

 15 

Section 1. This act may be cited as “Gabby’s Law for School 16 

Bus Stop Safety.” 17 

Section 2. Subsection (1) of section 316.172, Florida 18 

Statutes, is amended to read: 19 

316.172 Traffic to stop for school bus.— 20 

(1)(a) A Any person using, operating, or driving a vehicle 21 

on or over the roads or highways of this state shall, upon 22 

approaching a any school bus that which displays a stop signal, 23 

bring such vehicle to a full stop while the bus is stopped, and 24 

the vehicle may shall not pass the school bus until the signal 25 

has been withdrawn. Except as provided in paragraph (b), a 26 

person who violates this subsection section commits a moving 27 

violation, punishable as provided in chapter 318. 28 

(b) A Any person using, operating, or driving a vehicle 29 
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that passes a school bus on the side that children enter and 30 

exit when the school bus displays a stop signal commits reckless 31 

driving a moving violation, punishable as provided in s. 316.192 32 

chapter 318, and is subject to a mandatory hearing under the 33 

provisions of s. 318.19. 34 

Section 3. Section 316.192, Florida Statutes, is amended to 35 

read: 36 

316.192 Reckless driving.— 37 

(1)(a) A Any person who drives a any vehicle in willful or 38 

wanton disregard for the safety of persons or property commits 39 

is guilty of reckless driving. 40 

(b) Fleeing a law enforcement officer in a motor vehicle is 41 

reckless driving per se. 42 

(2) Except as provided in subsection (3), a any person 43 

convicted of reckless driving shall be punished: 44 

(a) Upon a first conviction, by imprisonment for a period 45 

of not more than 90 days or by a fine of not less than $25 nor 46 

more than $500, or by both such fine and imprisonment. 47 

(b) On a second or subsequent conviction, by imprisonment 48 

for not more than 6 months or by a fine of not less than $50 nor 49 

more than $1,000, or by both such fine and imprisonment. 50 

(3) A Any person: 51 

(a) Who is in violation of subsection (1); 52 

(b) Who operates a vehicle; and 53 

(c) Who, by reason of such operation, causes: 54 

1. Damage to the property or person of another commits a 55 

misdemeanor of the first degree, punishable as provided in s. 56 

775.082 or s. 775.083. 57 

2. Serious bodily injury to another commits a felony of the 58 
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third degree, punishable as provided in s. 775.082, s. 775.083, 59 

or s. 775.084. The term “serious bodily injury” means an injury 60 

to another person, which consists of a physical condition that 61 

creates a substantial risk of death, serious personal 62 

disfigurement, or protracted loss or impairment of the function 63 

of any bodily member or organ. 64 

(4) Notwithstanding any other provision of this section, $5 65 

shall be added to a fine imposed pursuant to this section. The 66 

clerk shall remit the $5 to the Department of Revenue for 67 

deposit in the Emergency Medical Services Trust Fund. 68 

(5) In addition to any other penalty provided under this 69 

section, if the court has reasonable cause to believe that the 70 

use of alcohol, chemical substances set forth in s. 877.111, or 71 

substances controlled under chapter 893 contributed to a 72 

violation of this section, the court shall direct the person so 73 

convicted to complete a DUI program substance abuse education 74 

course and evaluation as provided in s. 316.193(5) within a 75 

reasonable period of time specified by the court. If the DUI 76 

program conducting such course and evaluation refers the person 77 

to an authorized substance abuse treatment provider for 78 

substance abuse evaluation and treatment, the directive of the 79 

court requiring completion of such course, evaluation, and 80 

treatment shall be enforced as provided in s. 322.245. The 81 

referral to treatment resulting from the DUI program evaluation 82 

may not be waived without a supporting independent psychosocial 83 

evaluation conducted by an authorized substance abuse treatment 84 

provider, appointed by the court, which shall have access to the 85 

DUI program psychosocial evaluation before the independent 86 

psychosocial evaluation is conducted. The court shall review the 87 
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results and recommendations of both evaluations before 88 

determining the request for waiver. The offender shall bear the 89 

full cost of this procedure. If a person directed to a DUI 90 

program substance abuse education course and evaluation or 91 

referred to treatment under this subsection fails to report for 92 

or complete such course, evaluation, or treatment, the DUI 93 

program shall notify the court and the department of the 94 

failure. Upon receipt of such notice, the department shall 95 

cancel the person’s driving privilege, notwithstanding the terms 96 

of the court order or any suspension or revocation of the 97 

driving privilege. The department may reinstate the driving 98 

privilege upon verification from the DUI program that the 99 

education, evaluation, and treatment are completed. The 100 

department may temporarily reinstate the driving privilege on a 101 

restricted basis upon verification that the offender is 102 

currently participating in treatment and has completed the DUI 103 

education course and evaluation requirement. If the DUI program 104 

notifies the department of the second failure to complete 105 

treatment, the department shall reinstate the driving privilege 106 

only after notice of successful completion of treatment from the 107 

DUI program. 108 

(6) In addition, $65 shall be added to a fine imposed 109 

pursuant to this section for a violation under s. 316.172(1)(b). 110 

The additional $65 collected under this subsection shall be 111 

remitted to the Department of Revenue for deposit into the 112 

Emergency Medical Services Trust Fund of the Department of 113 

Health to be used as provided in s. 395.4036. 114 

Section 4. Section 318.17, Florida Statutes, is amended to 115 

read: 116 
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318.17 Offenses excepted.—No provision of this chapter is 117 

available to a person who is charged with any of the following 118 

offenses: 119 

(1) Fleeing or attempting to elude a police officer, in 120 

violation of s. 316.1935.; 121 

(2) Leaving the scene of a crash, in violation of ss. 122 

316.027 and 316.061.; 123 

(3) Driving, or being in actual physical control of, any 124 

vehicle while under the influence of alcoholic beverages, any 125 

chemical substance set forth in s. 877.111, or any substance 126 

controlled under chapter 893, in violation of s. 316.193, or 127 

driving with an unlawful blood-alcohol level.; 128 

(4) Reckless driving under s. 316.172(1)(b) or, in 129 

violation of s. 316.192.; 130 

(5) Making false crash reports, in violation of s. 131 

316.067.; 132 

(6) Willfully failing or refusing to comply with any lawful 133 

order or direction of any police officer or member of the fire 134 

department, in violation of s. 316.072(3).; 135 

(7) Obstructing an officer, in violation of s. 316.545(1).; 136 

or 137 

(8) Any other offense in chapter 316 which is classified as 138 

a criminal violation. 139 

Section 5. Subsection (5) of section 318.18, Florida 140 

Statutes, is amended to read: 141 

318.18 Amount of penalties.—The penalties required for a 142 

noncriminal disposition pursuant to s. 318.14 or a criminal 143 

offense listed in s. 318.17 are as follows: 144 

(5)(a) Two hundred fifty One hundred dollars for a 145 
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violation of s. 316.172(1)(a), failure to stop for a school bus. 146 

If, at a hearing, the alleged offender is found to have 147 

committed this offense, the court shall impose a minimum civil 148 

penalty of $250 $100. In addition to this penalty, for a second 149 

or subsequent offense within a period of 5 years, the department 150 

shall suspend the driver license of the person for not less than 151 

6 months 90 days and not more than 1 year 6 months. 152 

(b) Two hundred dollars for a violation of s. 153 

316.172(1)(b), passing a school bus on the side that children 154 

enter and exit when the school bus displays a stop signal. If, 155 

at a hearing, the alleged offender is found to have committed 156 

this offense, the court shall impose a minimum civil penalty of 157 

$200. In addition to this penalty, for a second or subsequent 158 

offense within a period of 5 years, the department shall suspend 159 

the driver license of the person for not less than 180 days and 160 

not more than 1 year. 161 

(b)(c) In addition to the penalty under paragraph (a) or 162 

paragraph (b), $65 for a violation of s. 316.172(1)(a) or (b). 163 

If the alleged offender is found to have committed the offense, 164 

the court shall impose the civil penalty under paragraph (a) or 165 

paragraph (b) plus an additional $65. The additional $65 166 

collected under this paragraph shall be remitted to the 167 

Department of Revenue for deposit into the Emergency Medical 168 

Services Trust Fund of the Department of Health to be used as 169 

provided in s. 395.4036. 170 

Section 6. Subsection (21) of section 318.21, Florida 171 

Statutes, is amended to read: 172 

318.21 Disposition of civil penalties by county courts.—All 173 

civil penalties received by a county court pursuant to the 174 
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provisions of this chapter shall be distributed and paid monthly 175 

as follows: 176 

(21) Notwithstanding subsections (1) and (2), the proceeds 177 

from the additional penalties imposed pursuant to s. 178 

318.18(5)(b) s. 318.18(5)(c) and (20) shall be distributed as 179 

provided in that section. 180 

Section 7. Paragraph (b) of subsection (1) of section 181 

395.4036, Florida Statutes, is amended to read: 182 

395.4036 Trauma payments.— 183 

(1) Recognizing the Legislature’s stated intent to provide 184 

financial support to the current verified trauma centers and to 185 

provide incentives for the establishment of additional trauma 186 

centers as part of a system of state-sponsored trauma centers, 187 

the department shall utilize funds collected under s. 318.18 and 188 

deposited into the Emergency Medical Services Trust Fund of the 189 

department to ensure the availability and accessibility of 190 

trauma services throughout the state as provided in this 191 

subsection. 192 

(b) Funds collected under ss. 316.192(6) and 318.18(5)(b) 193 

s. 318.18(5)(c) and (20) shall be distributed as follows: 194 

1. Thirty percent of the total funds collected shall be 195 

distributed to Level II trauma centers operated by a public 196 

hospital governed by an elected board of directors as of 197 

December 31, 2008. 198 

2. Thirty-five percent of the total funds collected shall 199 

be distributed to verified trauma centers based on trauma 200 

caseload volume for the most recent calendar year available. The 201 

determination of caseload volume for distribution of funds under 202 

this subparagraph shall be based on the department’s Trauma 203 
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Registry data. 204 

3. Thirty-five percent of the total funds collected shall 205 

be distributed to verified trauma centers based on severity of 206 

trauma patients for the most recent calendar year available. The 207 

determination of severity for distribution of funds under this 208 

subparagraph shall be based on the department’s International 209 

Classification Injury Severity Scores or another statistically 210 

valid and scientifically accepted method of stratifying a trauma 211 

patient’s severity of injury, risk of mortality, and resource 212 

consumption as adopted by the department by rule, weighted based 213 

on the costs associated with and incurred by the trauma center 214 

in treating trauma patients. The weighting of scores shall be 215 

established by the department by rule. 216 

Section 8. This act shall take effect October 1, 2015. 217 



Economic Development 
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• The Economic Development Transportation Fund 

(EDTF) was transferred to FDOT on July 1, 2012.

• The program is one of 12 economic incentive 

programs used by Florida to encourage companies 

to locate, expand or remain in our state.

• The EDTF works in concert with the other incentive 

programs to attract high-wage jobs by alleviating 

transportation problems that affect the decision of a 

specific company to locate, expand or remain in 

Florida.
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• Enterprise Florida acts on behalf of the state to 

determine the amount of incentive funds that may be 

awarded to encourage specific companies to locate, 

expand or remain in Florida.

• The maximum incentive amount is based on the 

number of new high-wage Florida jobs that will be 

created, the amount of the company’s investment and 

the location of the project. 

• The maximum award amount must also meet 

Florida’s return on investment requirements.
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• When transportation facilities are needed, EFI works 

with FDOT and the affected local government to 

include EDTF funding in the incentive “offer” made by 

the state.

• EDTF grant funding is awarded to the affected local 

government on behalf of the company the state is 

trying to recruit or retain.

• Release of EDTF funding is therefore linked to 

vertical construction of the company’s business 

facility.

• Use of EDTF funding is limited to the direct costs of 

publicly accessible transportation facilities.
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• FY 2014-15 Appropriation - $22,491,000

Awards Made by FDOT Include:
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Grant Recipient County

FDOT  

Approval 

Date

Grant Award Expended

Miami-Dade Aviation 

Dept.

Miami-Dade 8/6/2012 $1,168,263 $679,586 

Jacksonville Aviation 

Authority

Duval 3/1/2013 $3,500,000 $3,145,764 

City of Lakeland Polk 7/3/2013 $2,277,388 $672,131 

South Shore 

Corporate Park 

Industrial 

Community 

Development District

Hillsborough 8/7/2013 $3,000,000 $3,000,000 



Florida’s Quick Response Training (QRT)
• Demand-driven, flexible program provides performance-based

grants for customized training to new or expanding businesses
(10+ employees)

• Helps create high-skill, high-wage jobs in state industries
targeted for economic growth and diversification

• Reimbursable expenses include curriculum development;
equipment; instructors’/trainers’ salaries/tuition; online training
and textbooks/manuals

• QRT trainees’ wages increase 35 percent, on average, a year
after training



Quick Response Training Awards
FY 2013-14 Contracts: 42 (99 businesses)

• Awards: $12 million under contract
• Projected Trainees: 10,066

Workers Trained by Industry Sector 



Quick Response Training 
Project Examples

Grant: $176,000
Industry Sector: Finance and Insurance
Company Location: Duval
Projected Trainees: 125 new employees

Grant: $486,000
Industry Sector: Information Technology
Company Location: Pinellas
Projected Trainees: 800 employees (100 
newly hired and 700 retained)

Grant: $1.6 million
Industry Sector: Professional, Scientific 
and Technical Services
Company Location: Seminole
Projected Trainees: 750 new employees 



Budget Development Presenters
3-11-15

3/13/2015

Project Name Presenter Contact Information

2 Lake Work Park of Commerce Mayor Pam Triolu 561-518-8434

3 The Norton Museum of Art
Hope Alswang, CEO, The Norton 
Museum of Art Mat Forrest, 561-253-3232

1
The Florida Advanced Manufacturing Research 
Center Don Fisher, Osceola County Manager

Mike Anway, Holland & Knight, 850-
425-5621

4 Florida Makes Program
Nancy Stephens, Executive Director, 
850-402-2954

5 Us 19 Revitalization Program for Pasco Greg Armstrong, 727-534-9951

6 Cecil Spaceport Infrastructure
Michael D. Steward, Jacksonville 
Aviation 904-741-2721

7 MRO Hangar Project
Leonard Sossamon, Hernando County 
Administrator 352-754-4000

8 The Underline
Meg Daly, Founder, Friends of the 
Underline, 305-439-1199

Meg Daly, Founder, Friends of the 
Underline, 305-439-1199

9 Commodore Ralph Munroe Marine Stadium
Alice Bravo, Assistant City Manager, 
City of Miami

Michael Cantens, Corcoran & Johnston 
Government Relations, 305-504-7910

10 Glades County Training Center Paul Carlile, Glades County Manager Dale Milita, 561-718-2100

11
Metropolital Ministries Pasco Transitional Housing - 
Phase II Tim Marks, Metropolitan Ministries

12 Qualified Television Revolving Loan Program
Brunson Green, Executive Producer of 
the movie "The Help"

Sarah Busk, The Advocacy Group at 
Cardenas Partners, LLC, 850-222-8900

13 Williamson Boulevard Project Pat Patterson, Vice Chair
Arlene Smith, Legislative Affairs, 
Volusia County, 386-248-8048

17 City of Fort Lauderdale Rapid Rehousing Project
Stanley Hawthorne, Assistant City 
Manager, City of Fort Lauderdale Jaclyn N. Meli 954-828-5227

18
Emerging Technology-Based Entrepreneupship and 
Innovation and Miami Dade College

Dr. Djuradi Babcic (pronounced 
Jurandji Babich)

Victoria Hernandez, LAD, Miami Dade 
College

19 City of Miami Beach Transportation Improvements Jose Gonzalez, Director, Miami Beach
Michael Cantens, Corcoran & Johnston 
Government Relations, 305-504-7910

City of Milton Riverwalk Dave Murzin, Sen. Evers' office

20 Whiting Aviation Park
Don Salter, Chairman, Santa Rosa 
County Commission, Dave Murzin, Sen. Evers' office

21 Tech Runway Kimberly Graham Ryan Britton 954-579-7669
22 United Way - Assistance in Tax Preparation Ted Granger Ted Granger, 488-8276

23 PSTA Bus Rapid Transit Brad Miller
Robert Stuart, Gray Robinson, 407-843-
8880
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25 South Florida Museum Brynne Anne Besio, CEO 
Greg Black , Metz, Huband & 
Daughton, 205-9000

26 Fare-box Funding Initiative
Katherine Eagan, CEO, Hillsborough 
Area Regional Transit Authority Katherine Eagan, 813-442-9892

28 174th Street Emergency Pedistrian Bridge
Chris Russo, City Manager, City of 
Sunny Isles Beach Kelly Mallette, 305-935-3558

30 Workforce Boards
Bruce Ferguson, Career Source, NE 
Florida Kelly Mallette, 305-935-3558

33
Traffic Signalization along Evacuation Routes or 
Intersections

Bob Townsend, President, Signal Safe, 
Inc.

Brad Burleson, Ballad Partners, 850-
577-0444

34 City of Pam Bay Range Project, Phase II Police Chief Mark Renkens Kelly Mallette, 305-935-3558
Regional Planning Councils Ronald L. Book Rana Brown, 850-224-3427

14 Pahokee Marina Todd Bonlarron 561-310-7832
15 Belle Glade, Pahokee Roads Todd Bonlarron 561-310-7833
16 Lake-O-Scenic Trail Todd Bonlarron 561-310-7833
27 Port of Panama City dredging project Bob English, City Engineer Bo Rivard, 850-819-1317
35 Navy Seal Museum & Memorial Craig Mundt, 772-595-5845 Craig Mundt, 772-595-5846

32 Ma Barker House
Kathy Bryant, Commisioner, Marion 
County George Albright 352-843-1624

42 Brevard County's Emergency Operations Center Kimberly Prosser Rana Brown, 850-224-3427

37 The Florida Orchestra Michael Pastreich
Amanda Stewart, Corcoran & Johnson, 
813-527-0172

38 Ludlam Train Commissioner Rebecca Sosa
39 The Circus Arts Conservatory Jennifer Mitchell 941-556-5346

38 All Children's Hospital - Waived Time Amy Maguire
Amanda Stewart, Corcoran & Johnson, 
813-527-0172

39
Manatee County Port Authority - Berth 9 
Rehabilitation

Chris Lyon, Shareholder, Lewis, 
Longmand and Walker Chris Lyon, 850-222-5702

40 Port Manatee Warehouse 2 Conversion Project
Chris Lyon, Shareholder, Lewis, 
Longmand and Walker Chris Lyon, 850-222-5703

40
NE 163rd Street/NE 35th Avenue Development Texas 
U-Turn

George Vallejo, Mayer, City of North 
Miami Beach Kelly Mallette, 305-935-3558

41 Greenways & Trails for Miami Dade Jack Karkys 305-755-7903

36
Brevard County - West Melbourne Commity 
Park/Field of Dreams Sports Park Program

Holly Woolsey, Legislative Aide to 
Brevard County Commissioner, Robin 
L. Fisher Rana Brown, 850-224-3427

45 The Deering Estate at Cutler Daniel Bruno, Sen. Margolis' office

24 Gulf Power Site Certification Program

John L. Hutchinson, Hutch-Touch 
Economic Development Consulting 
Corp.

Alan J. Suskey, President, Suskey 
Consulting

47 Oviedo Amphitheater
Dru Boulware, Director of Parks and 
Recreation Chris Cormody, 407-843-8880
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46 ZORA! Festival in Eatonville N.Y. Nathiri, Director 407-647-3307

High-Impact Television Production Chris Ranung, President
IATSE Local 477, Compass Chair, 904-
806-6369

African American Research Library and Culture 
Center Alisha R. Winn, Ph.D.

43 Sankofa Project Charlene Farrington Jones 561-279-8883

48 Vizcaya Museum and Gardens
Dr. Jeffrey Sharkey, Capitol Alliance 
Group, Inc. 850-224-1660

49 Miami International Boat Show Relocation

David Dickerson, Director of the 
National Marine Manufacturers 
Association Rana Brown, 850-224-3427

Burnt Store Road
Cari L. Roth, Dean Mead, 850-999-
4100

44 Hillsborough County Manufacturing Academy Ken Jones

Ken Jones, Manager, Hillsborough 
County Economic Development, 813-
272-1143

29 Opa Locka Airport Improvements Ernie Cambo Ecam@cpfinv.com, 305-460-6262
City of Fort Lauderdale - Fire Boat Sen. Sachs's office

IMG Academy Chip Merlin
Amanda Stewart, Corcoran & Johnson, 
813-527-0172

National Flight Academy Cassie Redmyer 850-458-7836

Sink Holes John Thompson
Brad Burleson, Ballad Partners, 850-
577-0444

Tampa Innovation Alliance Mark Sharpe 813-817-2813

Appropriation for SB 404
Jerry Paul
John Thompson

850-386-5267
352-345-5488

ICAMR Charles Gray 407-312-1477
Miami Military Museum Jess McCarty 305-979-7110
EcoTech Vision Pandue Gibson 703-495-3897
Sulzbacher Center Erin Willman 904-394-8087
Escambia Economic Development Project Fred Donovan 850-776-5157
Britt Road Bridge Project Kate Parmelee 772-320-3095
I75, St. Petersburg Sally Everett 727-267-2111
Punta Gorda Airport Facilities for Training Jerry Paul 850-386-5267

Florida African American Heritage Network
Althemese Barnes
Patsy Eccles

850-766-4266
850-320-1413

On Stand-by

















































































































































CourtSmart Tag Report 
 
Room: KN 412 Case:  Type:  
Caption: Appropriations Subcommittee on Transportation, Tourism, and Economic Development Judge:  
 
Started: 3/11/2015 9:03:00 AM 
Ends: 3/11/2015 12:01:15 PM Length: 02:58:16 
 
9:03:02 AM Sen. Latvala (Chair) 
9:03:56 AM roll call 
9:04:39 AM S 346 
9:04:41 AM Sen. Simmons 
9:05:20 AM Kevin Watson, Florida Education Association, waives in support 
9:05:49 AM Lee Beville, bus driver, Zephyrhills, FL speaks in support 
9:06:46 AM Sen. Simmons closes 
9:06:58 AM Roll call 
9:07:12 AM S 346 is reported favorably 
9:07:17 AM Sen. Latvala 
9:13:16 AM Chris Hart, President and CEO, Quick Response Training Program, Career Source 
9:18:47 AM Sen. Latvala 
9:19:24 AM Rich Biter, Assistant Secretary, Intermodal Systems Development, Department of Transportation - 
Economic Development Transportation Fund 
9:22:54 AM Sen. Latvala 
9:24:37 AM Don Fisher, Osceola County Manager, The Florida Advanced Manufacturing Research Center 
9:33:43 AM Sen. Latvala 
9:33:53 AM Sen. Brandes - the goal to create a cluster 
9:34:40 AM D. Fisher 
9:35:00 AM Sen. Brandes - after 5 years 
9:35:01 AM D. Fisher 
9:35:44 AM Sen. Thompson - what is the statewide impact of this program? 
9:36:00 AM D. Fisher 
9:37:03 AM Sen. Latvala 
9:37:13 AM Sen. Clemens - introduces next speaker 
9:37:39 AM Mayor Pam Triolu, Lake Worth Park of Commerce 
9:41:34 AM Hope Alswang, CEO, The Norton Museum of Art 
9:44:23 AM Nancy Stephens, Executive Director, Florida Makes Program 
9:47:04 AM Sen. Sachs - would you be able to reach out to small manufacturers? 
9:47:18 AM N. Stephens 
9:48:16 AM Greg Armstrong, US 19 Revitalization Program for Pasco County 
9:51:16 AM Sen. Detert - do you have any medians 
9:51:25 AM G. Armstrong 
9:52:08 AM Sen. Gibson - introduces Michael Stewart 
9:52:40 AM Michael Stewart, Director - Ext. Affairs Jacksonville Aviation, Cecil Spaceport Infrastructure 
9:55:38 AM Sen Detert (Chair) 
9:56:01 AM Leonard Sossaman, Hernando County Administrator, MRO Hanger Project 
9:59:11 AM Sen. Latvala (Chair) - would be reverting money you got last year 
9:59:36 AM Sen. Brandes - who is the brand name partner 
9:59:52 AM L. Sossaman 
10:00:54 AM Sen. Latvala 
10:01:30 AM Meg Daly, Founder, Friends of the Underline 
10:05:02 AM Alice Bravo, Assistant City Manager, City of Miami, Commodore Ralph Munroe Marine Stadium 
10:08:24 AM Paul Carlile, Glades County Manger, Glades County Training Center 
10:11:32 AM Sen. Latvala - our budget or Education 
10:11:43 AM P. Carlile 
10:12:36 AM Latvala - get with Sen. Galvano we need more work on this 
10:13:30 AM Tim Marks, Metropolitan Ministries Pasco Transitional Housing Phase II 
10:16:10 AM Brunson Green, Executive Producer of the movie "The Help", Qualified Television Revolving Loan 
Program 
10:19:17 AM Sen. Gibson 
10:19:23 AM Sen. Latvala 



10:19:56 AM Sen. Hukill 
10:20:21 AM Pat Patterson, Vice Chair, Williamson Boulevard Project 
10:22:56 AM Sen. Brandes - is it a state road 
10:23:09 AM P. Patterson 
10:23:16 AM Sen. Brandes - falls outside the 5 year work plan 
10:23:22 AM P. Patterson 
10:24:06 AM Todd Bonlarron, Pahokee Marina, Belle Glade, Pahokee Roads, Lake-O-Scenic Trail, 
10:28:05 AM Sen. Sachs - by putting money in the infrastructure in this area would increase Guy Harvey's interest 
10:28:54 AM Jaclyn Meli, Grants Administration and Compliance Officer, City of Ft Lauderdale, Rapid Rehousing 
Project - Homeless Initiative 
10:29:22 AM Jeri Pryor, Homeless Interventions Administrator, Ft Lauderdale Rapid Re - Housing 
10:34:16 AM Sen. Clemens (Chair) 
10:34:34 AM Dr. Djuradi Babic Emerging Technology-Based Entrepreneurship and Innovation, Miami Dade College 
10:37:20 AM Sen. Latvala 
10:37:45 AM Jose Gonzales, Director, Miami Beach, City of Miami Beach Transportation Improvements 
10:41:26 AM Don Salter, Chairman, Santa Rosa County Commission, Whiting Aviation Park 
10:45:18 AM Kimberly Gramm, Tech Runway, FAU 
10:49:05 AM Ted Granger, United Way 
10:51:41 AM Sen. Clemens (Chair) 
10:51:57 AM Brad Miller, CEO, PSTA Bus Rapid Transit 
10:55:03 AM Sen. Sachs - is this the total cost? 
10:56:12 AM John L. Hutchinson, President, Hutch-Touch Consulting, Gulf Power Site Certification 
10:59:57 AM Brynne Anne Besio, CEO, South Florida Museum 
11:02:48 AM Katherine Eagan, CEO, Hillsborough Area Regional Transit Authority, Fare-box Funding Initiative 
11:05:15 AM Bob English, City Engineer, Port of Panama City Dredging Project 
11:06:42 AM Katherine McDonough, Assistant to City Manager, City of Sunny Isles Beach 
11:09:42 AM Ernest Cambo, Principal, Ave Aviation and Commerce, Opa Locka Airport Improvements 
11:13:04 AM Sen. Soto 
11:13:54 AM Bruce Ferguson, President, Career Source, NE Florida, Workforce Boards 
11:16:05 AM Mark Sharpe, Executive Director, Tampa Alliance 
11:17:51 AM Kathy Bryant, Marion County Commissioner, Ma Barker Law Enforcement Museum 
11:21:56 AM Sen. Hukill 
11:22:27 AM Bob Townsend, President, Signal Safe, Inc. Hurricane Evacuation Route Safety Program 
11:24:53 AM Chief Mark Renkens, City of Palm Bay Range Project, Phase II 
11:26:09 AM Lt. Tim Lancaster 
11:27:52 AM Craig Mundt, Vice President, Navy Seal Museum & Memorial 
11:30:29 AM Holly Woolsey, Legislative Aide, Brevard County Commissioner Robin Fisher, Brevard County Field of 
Dreams 
11:33:22 AM Michael Pastreich, President and CEO, The Florida Orchestra 
11:35:17 AM Rebecca Sosa, Commissioner Miami-Dade, Ludlam Trail 
11:36:54 AM Jennifer Mitchell, Managing Director, The Circus Arts Conservatory 
11:39:07 AM George Vallejo, Mayor, City of North Miami Beach, Brevard County- SR 826 U-turn 
11:41:10 AM Jack Kardys, Director, Miami-Dade County P & R, Greenways & Trails 
11:42:29 AM David Dickerson, Director of the National Marine Manufacturers Association, Miami International Boat 
Show Relocation 
11:45:11 AM Kimberly Prosser, Emergency Management Director, Brevard County 
11:47:08 AM Charlene Farrington Jones, Director, Spady Cultural Heritage Museum, Sankofa Project 
11:49:41 AM Althemese Barnes, Florida African - American Heritage preservation Network 
11:51:57 AM Ken Jones, Project Manager Hillsborough County, Hillsborough Manufacturing Academy Project 
11:54:49 AM Peter England, Trustee, The Deering Estate at Cutler 
11:56:43 AM N.Y. Nathiri, Director, Zora! Festival in Eatonville 
11:58:21 AM Dru Boulware, Recreation and Parks Director, City of Oviedo, Center Lake Park Amphitheatre & Cultural 
Center 
11:59:34 AM Ann Henderson, Vizcaya Museum & Gardens 
12:00:34 PM Sen. Latvala 
12:01:02 PM Latvala 
12:01:02 PM Latvala 
12:01:02 PM Latvala 
12:01:02 PM Latvala 
12:01:02 PM Latvala 
12:01:03 PM Latvala 
12:01:03 PM Latvala 



12:01:03 PM Latvala 
12:01:03 PM Latvala 
12:01:03 PM Roll Call 
12:01:09 PM adjourns 
12:01:11 PM Adjourns 
12:01:14 PM Adjourns 
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